
Are there recognized norms of beauty or is it based on subjective taste? Does beauty lie in the eye of
the beholder or are there formulas for producing it? This question takes on a new perspective when
examined against the backdrop of a society that has placed the concept of the beautiful at the center 
of its lifestyles.
A beautiful appearance lends objects a glamorous surface and makes them commercially attractive.
Beauty is in this sense less a phenomenon than a product, which serves the needs of other products.
Beauty promises success, attractiveness, profit. In our commercially oriented environments, irresistible
design is a major part of every argument that seeks to harmonize the beautiful, the true, and the good.
The exhibition “Therefore Beautiful” centers on contemporary art that is aware of the ambivalence of
the beautiful and its construed nature. The beautiful is not seen as a self-complacent category, but under-
stood in its different functionalizations without denying its fascination. The beautiful becomes the ma-
terial for something else without losing its resplendence.

Sunah Choi's video work “Views” shows real estate ads from Asian newspapers that project fictionally
idealized urban landscapes. The detailed drawings, in which different scales merge, suggest a form of
urbanity that seems to embody all the promises of the European lifestyle. In their materiality, however,
the newspaper pages gently rustling in the wind remain fragile panoramas of a future that is uncertain
because it can never be realized in this form.
Janice Kerbel's series “Home Climate Gardens” presents drawings in which the greening of interior
spaces is translated into abstract graphic systems. Her designed nature conforms to the demands of
site-specific surroundings: loft, office, or panorama restaurant are given plant arrangements that per-
fectly match the living situations in these spaces.
Henning Bohl transforms IKEA furniture into installations that allude to exotic Asian fin de siècle vi-
sions. Nicole Wermers collages forms of commercial glamour into abstract images of fascinating el-
egance. In this way these artists break the standardized forms of aesthetization to create new images
of the beautiful.

“Therefore Beautiful” will bring together various artists, some of whom will be developing works spe-
cifically for the spaces of the Foundation, and will also present artwork by several notable artists who
haven’t been shown in a larger exhibition context to date. 
The theme of the works will include luxury items as the epitome of the beautiful as well as contempor-
ary interior design or urban utopias, inspiring a charged dialogue between fascination and a critical view
of the glamorous.

With this exhibition, the Ursula Blickle Foundation once again seeks to promote the positions of young
curators and new curatorial trends as it has demonstrated in the past with such exhibitions as Anti
Pure, 2002, curated by Gianni Jetzer and M/M (Paris), 2004, curated by Christina Ricupero.

Participating artists:
Henning Bohl, Sunah Choi, Jason Dodge, Janice Kerbel, An Te Liu, Jeroen de Rijke / Willem de Rooij,
Nicole Wermers

Therefore Beautiful

An exhibition of the Ursula Blickle Foundation

March 13 – April 24, 2005

We'd appreciate an announcement of our exhibition in your medium. If publicized, please send us a copy

for our files. Thank you!

Exhibition venue

Ursula Blickle Foundation, Mühlweg 18
D -76703 Kraichtal -Unteröwisheim
Phone +49 7251 60919  Fax +49 7251 68687

Curator

Dr. Vanessa Joan Müller

Frankfurter Kunstverein

Press information

Katja Schroeder, Phone +49 69 25716673
presse@ursula-blickle-stiftung.de

Preopening viewing

Please call for an appointment:
Phone +49 7251 60919  Fax +49 7251 68687

Press photos

Available on our website:
www.ursula-blickle-stiftung.de

Duration of the exhibition

March 13 – April 24, 2005

Opening

Saturday, March 12, 2005, 7:00 p.m.

Catalogue

A catalogue will be published in conjunction 
with the exhibition

Opening hours

Wed. 2:00 p.m. till 5:00 p.m.
Sun. 2:00 p.m. till 6:00 p.m., and by appointment
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Public Relations

Tel. +49 69 25716673
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